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The winning entry anvisions
lang tubes of light (as seen
above) that run from siree
level down into the under-
pround concourss (evel, as
well a5 lange glass sllos
with spiral slaircases
(balow) thal would act as
bright entrances to the fun=
nels and Winnlpeg: Soquare.
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e b I Portage & Main
g meets the future

= | Barricades banished in winning plan

By Mary Agnes Welch

PORTAGE and Main will become an urban forest
of light, trees and wind turbines — minus the con-
crete biarriers — if the winning design for Win-

nipep’s famous hub gets built.

Local architects Corbett |I]Sit|E
Cibinel, working with a Toron-
to landscape design firm, [ 0 l
placed first In an internation- Ihmhﬂn?lﬁlg
al dissign competition meant
to help turn downtown’s U Trees, Star
basiest intersection into & Wars inspire B
pedestrian mecca,

s Seitiiie ciaciion 18 far DA look at the
from the flashy, Times runners-up B7
Square-like transformations

some have proposed, but the competition's judges
said Corbett Cibinel’s fibea was both “poetic’ and
.;.mlhil:_lql

The winning scheme relies on two key additions
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tothe intersection: Tree clusters at each corner
and along new medians, and long tubes of light that
run from street level down into the underground
cancourss level As well, large plass silos with T
ral stuircases would act as bright entrances tot
tunnels and Winnipeg Square on three of the inter-
section's four cormers.

Wind turbines lining the medians would power
all the Tights.

And the waist-high concrete barriers erected in
the mid-70s to funnel foot traffic into Winnipeg
Square and underground corridors would be
removed.

Mavor Glen Murray said he is committed to
remodelling the intersection, assuming & deal can
be reached with the corner's five landowners o
share the cost.

“Wie are going to do this," he said. “We can’t do
this alone. We' don't have the money, but we do
have some partnering opportinities.™

But Murray’s plea for money may be & tough
sell. :

Confinned
Pigasa sea INTERSECTION A4

Intersection

Continuad from page A1

MTS was thie only one of the five major landowners to
return repeated phone calls vesterday,

A spokesperson for MTS said the company is committed
to being part of the process but won't promize o chip in
money until a final plan i5 produced.

It's also not clear if Corbett Cihinels design, which the
Jury said did a good job of linking the street level to the
underground concourse, will mollify Oxford Properties,
which owns and manages Winnipeg Square and the Scotia-
Bank building.

Frank Sherlock of Oxford Properties has said he opposes
remaving the barriers, but he did not return repeated phone
calls yesterday.

Under Corbett Cibinel's plan, the barriers would be
replaced by pedestrian crosswalks connecting each of the
fouir corners. The crosswalks would be set back from the
intersection a hittle for safery. A median would slice down
each road, giving slow walkers a safe place to stop if the
light chm_gus

The median would take up a lane of traffic on most parts
of the intersection.

Dioug Corbert said the changes may slow traffic by 10 or
15 minutes, but the payoff will be a much more vibrant
intersection, with thriving shops and cafes abgve and below
ground.

Kenn Rosin, the city's trans-
portationmanager, also said the

L3
changes would delay traffic bt This is a S|ﬂl‘|ﬂll.llﬂ

it's too early to tell how much, location for

New crosswalks between the TV Winnipeqg. We'
Centre and the Rickardson it IJ!EIQ w:;f
Building and between the T got to figure this
Centre and the ScotiaBank build-  out’

ing would be the most problem-

atic, he added. Since 2,300 buses = — Daid Witty,

architecturs dearn of
the Lol M, praising
the winning proposal

motor through the intersection
every day, the effects on bus
schedules would also need to be
considensd.

But Corbett Cibinel's proposal is likely not the final plan
for the intersection. Landowners must still have their say,
gnd_ult-mrma of other proposals could be rolled into the final

eaign.

Beginning toeday, the public can dlso sée all 72 entries and
choose their favourite for the Prix de Publique, which could
als0 infleence the final design.

Murray =aid the intersection could be remodelled in sec-
tions to test out certain elements before committing millions
of dollars,

Asked if the process risks producing a hodgepodge desi
mstead of n unified vision, Murray =aid he thinks the %
process will produce abr:l.trr plan

“We're imvolved in a facilitative wny, We're not having &
heavy-handed, t:q:-dumn (approgch), telling people that goy-
ernmeit knows best," he said.

Ideally, the work could be done before Winnipeg hosts the
2005 Juno Awards and a rock 'n’ roll street party at Portage
and Main, but & two-year time frame seems more likely, said
Murray,

The competition gave architects an imaginary $10-million
budget, and Doug Corbett 2aid his design could certainly be
hailt for that.

The second-place award also went 1o o local firm, LM
Architectural Group. Their plan envisions an intersection
mirked by a giant beacon tower, & plaza in front of the
Richardson Building and 2 massive waterfall,

The five-person jury, made up of some of the continent's
leading architects, chose the winning schemes blind, mean-
ing they did not know which firm's proposal they were judg-
g,

David Witty, the dean of the University of Manitoba's fac-
ulty of architecture, praised the winning proposal for creat-
ing an identity for the intersection and for building a
vertical link between the street and underground levels.

Witty also said he is hopeful the city can earn the co-oper-
ation of the landowners to fund the make-over:

"This is o signature location for Winnipeg.” he said.
“We've pot to figure this out.”
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